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sea-kinds, attached to it for what it yields them, and
not from any sentiment. They are full of coarse
strength, rude exercise, butcher's meat, and sound
sleep; and suspect any poetic insinuation or any hint
for the conduct of life which reflects on this animal
existence, as if somebody were fumbling at the umbili-
cal cord and might stop their supplies. They doubt
a man's sound judgment if he does not eat with
appetite, and shake their heads if he is particularly
chaste. Take them as they come, you shall find in
the common people a surly indifference, sometimes
gruffness and ill temper; and, in minds of more
power, magazines of inexhaustible war, challenging

" The ruggedest hour that time and spite dare bring
To frown upon the enraged Northumberland."

They are headstrong believers and defenders of their
opinion, and not less resolute in maintaining their
whim and perversity. Hezekiah Woodward wrote a
book against the Lord's Prayer. And one can believe
that Burton, the Anatomist of Melancholy, having
predicted from the stars the hour of his death, slipped
the knot himself round his own neck not to falsify
his horoscope.

Their looks bespeak an invincible stoutness : they
have extreme difficulty to run away, and will die
game. Wellington said of the young coxcombs of
the Life-Guards delicately brought up, "but the
puppies fight well;" and Nelson said of his sailors,
"they really mind shot no more than peas." Of
absolute stoutness no nation has more or better
examples. They are good at storming redoubts, at